Quirks of dye nomenclature. 9. Fluorescein.
Adolf Baeyer announced the discovery of fluorescein in 1871 and named it after its most striking property, i.e., fluorescence. I describe here the synthesis of fluorescein. There are seven molecular species in both the solid state or in solution. I also summarize some of the diverse applications of the dye, both medical and nonmedical, which depend mostly on the facile detection of fluorescein at low concentration. Both animal and human toxicity are examined.